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DISCIPLINARY RULES FOR COMPETITIONS
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Chapter 1
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APPLICATION
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Persons subject to these rules
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t.107

1. The regulations laid down in this part apply to all persons who take part in or attend a fencing
competition, including the spectators. (cf. t.109, t.110, t.133)
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2. In the following articles, all these persons are referred to as fencers.
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Order and discipline
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t.108

1. Fencers must observe strictly and faithfully the Rules and the Statutes of the FIE, the particular rules
for the competition in which they are engaged, the traditional customs of courtesy and integrity and
the instructions of the officials.
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2. In particular they will subscribe, in an orderly, disciplined and sporting manner, to the following
provisions; all breaches of these rules may entail punishments by the competent disciplinary
authorities after, or even without, prior warning, according to the facts and circumstances (cf. t.158—
t.170).
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t.109
Everybody taking part in or present at a fencing competition must respect the FIE statutes and rules,
including but not limited to the FIE Ethical Code and Safeguarding Policy. They must remain orderly
and must not disturb the smooth running of the competition. During bouts no one is allowed to go near
the pistes, to give advice to the fencers, to criticise the Referee or the judges, to insult them or to attempt
to influence them in any way. Even the team captain must remain in the space assigned to him and he
may only intervene in the situations and in the manner provided for in Article t.130 of the Rules. The
Referee must stop immediately any activity which disturbs the smooth running of the bout which he is
refereeing (cf. t.137.1-3). Any person who, for any reason, threatens or insults an official commits an
offence of the 3rd group and is penalised according to article t.167-168.
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Any person present who witnesses a breach of the FIE Ethical Code or the Safeguarding Policy must

report this to the Safeguarding Officer if present, or to the Supervisor or to the Directoire Technique

Jotns 4 1) £9050 cnal db il cogos Ggiiz g ol 51 Ciluo i bt g FIE 831 &0l s o salis a5 Glislas o yol> amd j»
a2 515 Sl (35 &paS 4 L HBL 4 b g 05050 (Safeguarding) eges @gi> g o) 5 ciloo

t.110
Smoking in competition halls is forbidden. Smoking will be considered as a disturbance of the smooth
running of the competition (cf. t.111).
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Any breach of these rules will be punished as laid down in Articles t.158-162, t.167, t.168, t.170, for the
offences of the 3rd group.
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t.111

The Referee and/or the Directoire Technique, on their own authority or at the request of an official
delegate of the FIE or of the Organising Committee, can decide to expel from the competition venue,
with or without a warning, any person who by his/her gestures, attitude, or language or by breaching
the FIE Safeguarding Policy disturbs the good order or smooth running of the event.
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The competitors
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Pledge of honour
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t.112

By the mere fact of entering a fencing competition, the fencers pledge their honour to observe the Rules

and the decisions of the officials, to be respectful towards the referees and judges and scrupulously to

obey the orders and injunctions of the Referee (cf.t.158-163, 1.169, t.170).
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Refusing to fence an opponent
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t.113

1. No fencer (individual or team) from an FIE member national federation may take part in an official
competition if he refuses to fence against any other fencer whatsoever (individual or team) correctly
entered in the event. Should this rule be broken, the penalties specified for offences of the 4th group

will be applied (cf. t.158-162, 1.169, t.170).
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2. The FIE shall consider whether there are grounds, and to what extent, for taking sanctions against
the national federation to which the disqualified competitor belongs (cf. FIE Statutes 1.2.4 and Rules
Article t.170).
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Presence on time
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t.114
The fencers, completely equipped, with all equipment conforming with the regulations (cf. t.64— 1.70)
and ready to fence, must be present at the time and place appointed for the beginning of the pool,

match, or bout of direct elimination, or at the time appointed for the checking of their equipment before
their bout (cf. t.64-66), as well as during the competition, whenever the Referee requires it.
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t.115

1. When presenting themselves to fence a bout, the fencers must arrive on the piste completely ready
to fence — regulation clothing, jacket fastened, sword-hand gloved and holding the weapon, body
wire connected to the plug inside the guard. The mask should be carried in the unarmed hand.
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2. Before the start of the bout, the fencers' hair must be fastened and placed inside the clothing and/or
mask in such a way as to ensure that:
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- it does not cover a valid surface (and thus prevent a hit from being scored).
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- it does not conceal the name and nationality of the fencer.
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- it does not need to be put back in place during the bout, thus interrupting it.
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In the case of violation of this rule, the referee will apply the penalties for group 1 offences (t.158- 162,
t.165, 1.170).
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t.116

Under no circumstances should the fencers dress or undress on the piste except in the case of an
accident duly recognised by the doctor on duty or by the representative of the Medical Commission (cf.
t.158-162, 1.165, t.170.). Any infringement will be sanctioned for the offences of the 1st group.
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t.117

The fencers must arrive on the piste, to fence their bouts, with two weapons (one as a spare), two
bodywires (one as a spare) and two mask wires (one as a spare) which satisfy the regulations and are
in perfect working order (cf. t.71, t.158-162, t.165, t.170).
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t.118
Before the start of the pool, the team match or the bouts of direct elimination (individual or team):
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1. When a fencer or complete team do not present themselves to the Referee at his first call, ten
minutes before the time indicated to come onto the piste for the start of the pool or team match, or
the start of the bouts of direct elimination (cf. Article t.66.1, t.144.2), the fencer or team concerned
will be eliminated.
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2. Ateam is considered complete when at least three fencers are present.
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Only those members of the team (the fencers, the team captain and one trainer — cf. Article t.132.1)
who are present at the Referee’s first call, ten minutes before the time indicated for the start of the
match, may take part in a team match.
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During a competition, individual or team:
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t.119
During a competition, individual or team, if a fencer does not present himself on the piste, ready to fence,
when ordered to do so by the Referee:
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a. The fencer or team member not present will be penalised with a Yellow Card;
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b. A second call will be made, one minute after the first call, followed by a Red Card for the fencer
or team member not present;
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c. Athird and last call will be made, one minute after the second call, followed by elimination from
the competition for the fencer not present in an individual competition or for the whole team in a team
competition.
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t.120

The Referee may not allow a fencer to leave the piste, except in exceptional circumstances. If a
competitor does so without permission he will be penalised as specified in Articles t.158-162, t.165,
t.170, for the offences of the 1st group.
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Fencing etiquette

t.121
1. The competitors must fence faithfully and strictly according to the rules laid down in these Rules. All
breaches of these rules will incur the penalties laid down hereinafter (cf t.158-162, 1.170.).
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2. All bouts must preserve the character of a courteous and frank encounter. All irregular actions (fleche
attack which finishes with a collision jostling the opponent, disorderly fencing, irregular movements
on the piste, hits achieved with violence, blows struck with the guard, an intentional fall down to avoid
the touch) or anti-sporting behaviour are strictly forbidden (cf. t.158-162, t.170). Should such an
offence occur, any hit scored by the fencer at fault is annulled.
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t.122
Before the beginning and at the end of a bout, the two fencers must perform the fencer’s salute to their
opponent, to the referee and to the spectators, as defined in article t.1.
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When the final hit of the bout has been scored, the two fencers stand still on their on-guard line while
the referee is making his/her decision.
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The two fencers then perform the fencer's salute (cf. t.1) to their opponent, to the referee and to the
spectators. The bout has then ended.
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If either or both of the two fencers refuse to comply with these rules, the Referee will penalise him/them
as specified for offences of the 4th group (cf. 1.158-162, t.169, t.170).
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APPLICATION: current and from the 2026-2027 season
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t.123

During or after a bout, even if the fencer has already left the piste, any act against the spirit of

sportsmanship such as violently or dangerously throwing one’s mask or any other piece of equipment

will be penalised as specified in article t.169 (c.f. .108.1, 2 and t.109), for the offences of the 4" group.

Sbylas g aliSess Ol y wile (55105555 Slgid g amg) DS Jose w5530 45 (S5l iy S5 5l Senpd (S 5 w53k e 0
b aal des sz p)lez 09,5 Slane Bl 19 ST pe 06,503 A o b Sule



()l (Jonle o 5 Jol fad = (BLoail (188 — 65k petads Slo (opl 08 (SSS (ile

Unwillingness to fight (Non-combativity)
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Application: season 2026-2027
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t.124

There is unwillingness to fight when there is one minute of fencing without a hit or without a hit scored
off the target.
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In the event of unwillingness to fight, the Referee will immediately call ‘Halt" as a decision of “fact”
(cf.t.136.2).
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Unwillingness to fight is sanctioned as follows (t.170):
ghes Slile 5 g b 4 oj)le 4 hled poe

1. Individual events — Direct elimination
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P-red Cards are awarded to both fencers simultaneously. The P-Black card is awarded as described in
1.b) below.
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a. When, for the first time, there is one minute of unwillingness to fight, the Referee sanctions both
fencers with a P-red card.
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b. When, for the second time, there is one minute of unwillingness to fight, a P-black card is awarded
as follows:
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i) If the scores of the two fencers are equal, the Referee sanctions the fencer with the lower initial
seeding in the competition, which is based on the FIE ranking and by drawing lots among any
fencers who are not in the ranking, with a P-Black card. The fencer with the higher initial seeding in
the competition, which is based on the FIE ranking, wins the bout.
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ii) If the scores of the two fencers are not equal, the Referee sanctions the fencer with the lower
score with a P-Black card. The fencer with the higher score wins the bout.
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2. Team events
o golasgy Y

P-Red cards are awarded to the two teams simultaneously. The P-Black card is awarded as described
in 2.b) below.
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a. When, for the first time, there is one minute of unwillingness to fight, the Referee sanctions both
teams with a P-red card.
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b. When, for the second time, there is one minute of unwillingness to fight, a P-Black card is awarded
as follows:
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i) If the scores for the two teams are equal, the Referee sanctions the team with the lower initial
seeding in the competition, which is based on the FIE ranking, with a P-Black card. The team with
the higher initial seeding in the competition, which is based on the FIE ranking, wins the match.
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i) If the scores for the two teams are not equal, the Referee sanctions the team with the lower score
with a P-Black card. The team with the higher score wins the match.
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3. In both individual and team competitions
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a. The P-red (penalty hit) and P-black (the possible losing of a bout or match) cards received during
any one bout or match (during all 9 relays) are valid only for that bout or match. They are not
transferable to the following bout or match.
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No P-card (red or black) may be awarded in individual competitions at 14-14 or in team matches at 44-
44,
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b. In both individual and team competitions, fencers and teams who have lost the bout/match
following the award of a P-Black card, will be ranked in the final results of the competition as
having lost the bout/match. They receive the corresponding points.
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c. In both individual and team competitions, the period/relay continues after the awarding of a P-Red
card.
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d. The minute starts again after each hit, each hit off the target, each hit annulled, each penalty hit
and at the beginning of each period or relay.
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e. The referee must record these P-red and P-black cards separately on the score sheet. The
sanctions awarded for unwillingness to fight are not cumulative with any other sanction awarded.
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f. In both individual and team competitions, if, at the end of the regulation time, there is equality of
scores, article t.124 does not apply and articles 1.40.3 and t.41.5 will apply.
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Application: season 2026-2027

t.125

The fencer, whether on or off the piste, must keep his mask on until the Referee calls ‘Halt!” He may

under no circumstances address the Referee until the Referee has made his decision (cf. t.158- 162,

t.165, t.170). Any infringement will be sanctioned for the offences of the 1st group.
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t.127

At the end of a bout, the Referee must bring together the two fencers, to announce clearly the score,

which will be transmitted to the Directoire Technique. He must say clearly: ‘Mister X won against Mister

Y with the following score...’
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At the end of a team match, the Referee must bring together the two teams, to announce clearly the
score, which will be transmitted to the Directoire Technique. He must say clearly: ‘Team X won against
Team Y with the following score...’
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Fencers must present in either national uniform (m.25) or national tracksuit. Fencers must not present
on piste in a state of undress.
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Personal effort
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t.128

Competitors must fence to their utmost ability in a sportsmanlike manner until the end of the competition

in order to obtain the best possible classification, without giving away hits or seeking to be favoured by

being given hits by anyone (cf. t.158-162, t.169, t.170). Any infringement will be sanctioned for the

offences of the 4th group.
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The team manager
o ko

t.129

In all competitions, all competitors of the same nationality must be under the direction of a team
manager (who may or may not fence), who is responsible to the Directoire Technique or the Organising
Committee for the discipline, conduct, and sportsmanship of the members of his team.
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The team captain
e

t.130

In team events, only the team captain has the right to be to approach the Referee and/or the refereeing

delegates in order to decide with them any technical matters or to register protests. The procedure for

claims is set out in articles t.172-175.
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The members of the team who have scrupulously abided by his decisions may not be held responsible
by the relevant authorities. However, they are personally responsible for any actions they commit for
which their team captain has not taken authority and for any offence committed by them in violation of
the present Rules.
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The instructors, trainers and technicians
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t.131
1. During the round of pools only fencers and referees are allowed inside the Piste Enclosure. The size
of the piste enclosure must not exceed 40 meters by 10 meters.
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2. During the direct elimination of the individual events, the fencer's coach, medical staff and
technicians are not allowed to remain near their fencers; the coaches are allowed to be inside the
competition area in a place indicated by the organisers.
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3. The Referee may, whenever he considers it necessary, authorise a person to come briefly to the
assistance of a fencer.
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4. Each nation which has a fencer taking part in the round of the competition in progress may designate
a maximum of two people who have the right to be positioned near the Field of Play. The organisers
must provide the necessary space for these people.
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5. When inside the Field of Play, coaches and team captains must wear full length trousers, tops
covering their torso and shoulders and closed shoes.
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6. For World Championships, coaches and team captains inside the Field of Play must wear the
tracksuit of the country they are representing.
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t.132
In team competitions, there must be enclosures reserved for the team members.

P39 485 Sl 50 o slasl sl p sl g Abgme Wb oo Sl 5

Only the team captain and one coach have the right to be with the team fencers inside the Team
Enclosures, which must be clearly marked out.
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1. During team matches, the team members not actually fencing must remain within their Team
Enclosure.
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2. During team competitions, no one has the right to enter the Piste Enclosure without the Referee’s
permission. In the case of such an offence, the Referee will penalise the offending team as provided
for in Articles t.158-162, t.165, t.170. A warning imposed on a team is valid for the complete team
match. Should a fencer, within the same match, commit another offence from the First Group, the
Referee will penalise him on each occasion with a Red Card.
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The spectators

t.133

Spectators are obliged not to interfere with the good order of a competition, to do nothing which may
tend to influence the fencers or the Referee, and to respect the decisions of the latter even when they
do not agree with them. They must obey any instructions which the Referee may deem it necessary to
give them (cf. t.109-110, t.167-168, t.170, penalties for the offences of the 3rd group).
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