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THE CONVENTIONS OF FENCING
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METHOD OF MAKING A HIT
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t.90
1. The épée is a thrusting weapon only. Attacks with this weapon are therefore only with the point.
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2. Pushing or letting the point of the electric weapon drag on the electric piste is forbidden during the
actual bout (between ‘Play!” and ‘Halt!’). Placing the weapon on the piste at any time to straighten it
is also forbidden.
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Any breaking of this rule will be penalised according to Articles t.158-162, t.165, 1.170, for the offences
of the 1st group.
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THE TARGET

t.91
At épée the target includes the whole of the fencer’s body including his clothing and equipment.
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Thus, any hit which arrives is counted, whatever part of the body (trunk, limbs or head), the clothing or
the equipment it touches (see Figure 5).
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Figure 5 Valid target at épée
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This diagram is for guidance purposes only. In case of any doubt the wording of the appropriate text takes precedence.
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JUDGING OF HITS
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t.92

When both competitors are hit, and the apparatus registers both these hits as valid, there is a double

hit, that is to say a hit is scored against each competitor.
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The annulment of hits
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t.93
In arriving at his judgement, the Referee will disregard hits which are registered as a result of actions
caused by the meeting of the points of the épées or by a hit made on the ground where it is not insulated.
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t.94
The Referee must take note of possible failures of the electrical equipment and must annul the last hit
registered in the following circumstances:
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1. If a hit made on the guard of the competitor against whom the hit was registered or on the conductive
piste causes the apparatus to register a hit.
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However, the fact that the épée of a competitor has large or small areas of insulation formed by
oxidation, by glue, paint or any other material on any part of the weapon, on which the opponent’s
hits can cause a hit to be signalled, or that the electric tip is badly fixed to the end of the blade so that
it can be unscrewed or tightened by hand, cannot justify the annulment of hits registered against that
competitor.
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2. If a hit properly made by the competitor against whom the hit was registered does not cause the
apparatus to register a hit;
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3. If the apparatus fortuitously registers a hit on the side of the competitor against whom the hit was
registered, for example, after a beat on the blade, by any movements of his opponent, or as a result
of any cause other than a properly made hit;
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4. If the registering of a hit made by the competitor against whom the hit was registered is annulled by
a subsequent hit made by his opponent.
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5. Special cases
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- If a double hit is registered and one hit is valid and the other is not valid (such as a hit made on
some surface other than on the opponent (cf. 1.93) or a hit made after leaving the piste (cf.
t.33ss), only the valid hit is scored.
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- If a double hit is registered by an established hit and a doubtful hit (failure of the electrical
apparatus) the fencer who has made the established hit may choose to accept the double hit
or ask to have it annulled.
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t.95
The Referee must also apply the following rules regarding the annulment of hits:
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1. If the incidents mentioned in Article t.94 occur as a result of the competitor's bodywire being
unplugged (either near the hand or at the back of the fencer), they cannot justify the annulment of
the hit registered.
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However, if the safety device prescribed by Article m.55.4 is missing or not functioning, the hit should
be annulled if the plug at the fencers’ back has become unplugged.
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2. If a competitor tears the conductive piste by a hit made on the ground and, at the same time, the
apparatus registers a hit against his opponent, the hit must be annulled.
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