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Regulation equipment and checking of equipment by the referee
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t.64
Before the start of each pool, team match or bout by direct elimination, the Referee must assemble all
the competitors and verify that (cf. t.47.2.c):
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1. at all weapons, the FIE guarantee label is present on the fencers’ equipment (clothing, masks).
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2. at foil, the conductive jacket conforms to the provision of Article m.28 when each competitor is in
the on-guard position;
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3. at épée, the fencer is wearing a jacket conforming to the regulations and that the material from which
the clothing is made has not too smooth a surface (cf. m.25.4.b);

5 ilo L e el oas anslo )T 51 Geld a5 (sl asle 5 el Ol e b Bllas 5 petinds (Cawsg) <ST5 el 4o

4. at sabre, the conductive jacket conforms to the provision of Article m.34 when each competitor is in
the on-guard position.
5l cyllae mM.34 oole sl b blo, dade wo)ls 18 0,18 Condg jo SG50 0 (285 e pl yo

5. at all three weapons, each fencer is wearing, under his jacket, a regulation protective under-plastron,
made of cloth which can resist 800 Newtons.
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6. atall three weapons, the fencer is not equipped with any electronic communication equipment which
would allow a person off the piste to communicate with the fencer during the bout (cf.t.73.1. g & 2).
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t.65
1. In pools, this checking must be done at the roll call of the fencers.
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2. For bouts in the direct elimination and the finals this checking must be done in the assembly area.
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t.66

1. For bouts in the direct elimination and the finals at the World Championships and the Olympic Games,
and for finals of World Cup and Grand Prix competitions, the two fencers in each bout will go to the
equipment checking zone, located near the piste, 30 minutes before they are due on the piste. Their
equipment will be checked under the responsibility of the SEMI (or the designated expert for finals
of World Cup competitions). If any anomaly is identified the equipment at fault will be changed at
once, without any penalty being applied. The SEMI delegate will hand over the bodywires, the
masks and the weapons that have been checked to the Referee for the bout. Ten minutes before
they are due on the piste the fencers will report to the Referee designated for their bout. The
Referee will hand over a bodywire to each of the fencers in the access zone for the piste. He will
check that the fencers are wearing regulation under-jacket protection.
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2. The Referee and the fencers must stay together in the access zone until they go on the piste. One
minute before they go on the piste the Referee will give a weapon to each fencer, for him to plug in
his bodywire. No check will be carried out on the piste prior to the bout.
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t.67

In addition to the checks mentioned above, the Referee of a bout may at any time, on his own initiative
or at the request of a fencer or of a team captain, carry out such checks, or verify the checks already
carried out or even carry out, or have carried out, new checks (cf. t.47).
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t.68

1. He will in any case, before each bout, ensure that the guarantee label is present on the clothing, the
blade and the mask of each fencer, and that the insulation of the wires inside the guard and the
pressure of the spring in the point of foils and épées conforms with the Rules. Checking the insulation
of the wires and the pressure of the spring will be repeated each time a weapon is changed.
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2. He makes use of a weight to check the weapon, cf. m.11.3, m.19.3, m.42.2.d.
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3. At épée he will check the total travel and the residual travel of the pointe d’arrét:

S 2y Ry T ]y Sl S oidS p g ) (A e gl ] yo

- the total travel by inserting a gauge measuring 1.5 mm between the barrel of the pointe d’arrét
and the tip.
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- theresidual travel by inserting a gauge measuring 0.5 mm between the barrel of the pointe d’arrét
and the tip. The apparatus should not register when the pointis depressed. cf. m.19.4.a, b, m.42.e.
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t.69
At the beginning of the bout the Referee will place the reserve equipment that has been checked near
the appropriate end of the piste for the fencer concerned.
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Non-regulation equipment
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t.70

In whatever circumstances a fencer on the piste is found to be in possession of equipment which is
non-regulation or defective (according to Material Rules), the referee confiscates the equipment and
submits it to the experts on duty for examination. The equipment in question will only be returned to the
owner after the measures necessitated by this examination have been completed and, if appropriate,
after the payment of any expenses for repairs. The equipment must be rechecked before it is used
again.
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t.71
If a fencer appears on the piste:

- with only one regulation weapon (cf. t.114, 115); or

- with only one regulation bodywire; or

- with only one regulation mask wire; or

- with a weapon or a bodywire which does not work or which does not conform with the Rules; or
- without his protective under-plastron (cf. t.64.5); or

- with a conductive jacket which does not fully cover the valid target; or

- with a mask whose 2nd security device is not securely fixed to the body of the mask; or

- with clothing which does not conform with the Rules (control mark, size, logo, name on the
jacket, etc.);
the Referee will apply the penalties stipulated in Articles t.158-162, t.165, t.170, for the offences of the
1st group and the fencer should obtain a regular equipment in a time not exceeding 5 minutes.
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t.72
When during a bout an irregularity is found in the equipment which could be caused by conditions during
the bout:
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Examples:
- conductive jacket with holes in which hits are registered as non-valid,
- weapon or bodywire no longer functioning,
- pressure of the spring in the point too weak,
- the travel in the point no longer regulation,
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the Referee will apply neither warning nor penalty and any hit scored with the equipment which has
become defective will be awarded.
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However, even during the course of a bout, any fencer whose weapon, at the moment he presents
himself on guard and ready to fence, has a curve of the blade which exceeds that permitted (cf. m.8.6,
m.16.2, m.23.4) commits an offence in the first group and will be penalised in accordance with Articles
t.158-162, t.165, t.170.
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Similarly, even during the course of a bout, any fencer whose mask, at the moment he presents himself

on guard and ready to fence, is not securely held on his head by the 2nd security device (cf. m.25.7.f),

commits an offence in the first group and will be penalised in accordance with articles t.158-t.162, t.165,

t.170.
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t.73
1. If, when a fencer appears on the piste or during a bout, it is established that the equipment used by
the fencer:
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a) does not bear the marks applied at the preliminary check, the Referee will:
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- annul the last hit, if any, scored by the fencer at fault;
- penalise him as specified in Articles t.158-162, 1.166, t.170, for the offences of the 2nd group.
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b) does not conform to the rules in a way not covered by the preliminary check, the Referee will:
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- penalise him as specified in Articles t.158-162, t.166, t.170, for the offences of the 2nd group.
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c) has been passed by the preliminary check but is fraudulent;
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d) bears the marks of the preliminary check which have been imitated or transferred;
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e) has been wilfully altered (i.e., in a manner other than by accidental cause or by conditions
during the bout) so that it would not pass a preliminary check;
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f) has been altered in any way to allow the recording of hits or the non-functioning of the apparatus
at will;
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g) is equipped with electronic communication equipment permitting a person off the piste to
communicate with the fencer during the bout;
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then, in cases c), e), f) and g) above, the Referee must immediately confiscate the equipment
(weapon, bodywire, if necessary conductive jacket, mask, protective under-plastron, breeches,
etc.), and have it examined by the expert on duty.
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2. After having obtained the opinion of the expert (a member of the SEMI Committee at the fencing
events at the Olympic Games and at World Championships), who has established the facts (cf.
m.33ss), the Referee will apply the following sanctions, without prejudice to the application of Article
t.137.2/4;
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- in cases c), e), f) and g) the Referee will penalise him as specified for offences of the 4th group
(cf. Articles t.158-162, t.169, t.170).
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3. While awaiting the decision of the Referee that bout will be suspended but the other bouts in the
pool may continue.
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t.74
For all official FIE competitions, every fencer must appear on the piste with clothing conforming to the
rules as follows:
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1. Name and nationality, in accordance with the rules, on the back of the jacket.
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2. Wearing his national uniform and logo (cf. m.25.3).
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In case of violation of this rule, the referee will eliminate the fencer at fault from the event in question.
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t.75
1. If the conductive jacket does not conform to the rules, the fencer must put on a spare jacket that
does conform to the rules. If this jacket does not have his name and nationality on the back, the
fencer has until the next stage of the competition (from the pools to the table of 64, the table of 32,
etc) to get his name and nationality printed on it.
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If this is not done and except in cases of 'force majeure' the referee will eliminate the fencer from the
event in question.
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2. If an item of a fencer’s clothing bearing the name and nationality or the national logo becomes
dangerous (e.g., tear, burst seam), the fencer must put on spare clothing, which conforms to the
rules. If this clothing does not conform to the regulations or does not bear the name and nationality
or the national logo, the fencer has until the next stage of the competition to get them printed on it.
If this is not done and except in cases of force majeure. The sanctions specified in t.74 apply.
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