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t.46.1

By accepting a position as referee or judge, the person so designated pledges his honour to respect
the Rules and to cause them to be respected, and to carry out his duties with the strictest impartiality
and absolute concentration.
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t.46.2
Referees may not combine their function with any other activity during the tournament, such as member
of the Directoire Technique, team captain, official delegate of their national federation, trainer, etc.
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t.47.1

All bouts at fencing in official FIE competitions are directed by a referee who must be an FIE referee
licensed for the current season.
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t.47.2 Duties of referees:
a) The Referee calls the roll of the competitors (cf. t.114, 1.118, t.119).

9l by
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b) The Referee directs the bout.
LS e ol 1y adles gl (&

c) Before each bout, the Referee must check the weapons, clothes and equipment of the fencers,
according to the regulations below.
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d) The Referee superintends the proper functioning of the electrical apparatus. Either on own initiative or
when asked to do so by a team captain or competitor, the Referee implements tests necessary to check
the apparatus and locate any faults which may be found. The Referee will prevent the competitors from
hindering the tests by unplugging or changing their equipment prematurely.
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e) The Referee directs the judges, time-keepers, scorers, etc.
S o Sola 1y o e g slitel BanS ol o lagSeds ol SaS gl (o

f) The Referee positions himself and moves in such a way as to be able to follow the bout while always
being able to see the illumination of the signal lamps.
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g) The Referee penalises faults (cf. t.164).
WS oo Ay > |y etz jols (5

h) The Referee awards the hits (cf. t. 54ss).
a3 oo el Dbys a4 jls (7

i) The Referee maintains order (cf. t.137).
S oo AR |y ek pels (b

j) Whenever necessary, the Referee should consult the experts concerning the electrical apparatus (cf.
0.28).
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k) The Referee must also supervise the state of the conductive piste and not allow the bout to commence
or to continue if the conductive piste has holes in it which might affect the proper registering of hits.
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t.48.1

The Referee fulfils his functions with the aid of an apparatus for the automatic registering of hits; he

may also be assisted by two judges watching for the use of the unarmed hand or arm, substitution of

the valid target, hits scored on the floor at épée, leaving the piste to the side or the rear or any other

offence defined in the Rules (cf. t.170).
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t.48.2
The judges are obligatory for all individual competition finals (4 fencers) and for the final (2 teams) of
team events.
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t.48.3
The judges are placed on each side of the Referee, on either side of the piste; they watch all aspects
of the entire fight.
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t.48.4

The judges must change ends halfway through each bout or after each period in direct elimination bouts
and after each bout in team matches, so as not to watch the same fencer the whole time.
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t.48.5
Judges must be of a different nationality from the fencers, main referee and video-referee on the piste.
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Video-referees
b9 Sligh

t.49

Whenever video refereeing is used, there shall be designated video-referees who will watch the match
live, then, should the need arise, subsequently on the video screen, and interact with the referee as
specified in t.60-62, 0.105.

@y Olygld
O 23S oo JL30 0035 O jgo 4y 1) Alne a5 23,5 0500 00l el 29y Olygld l Cennl (oo g oo oolainl Hgidg syels JlaS ey e
S oo Jolss gl L0105 (1.60-62 sls sole Gl ¢ ppius (iules dio (55, Ldlate 5Ls &g 50

The video-referee must:

1. be of a different nationality from the fencers on the piste;
2. be of a different nationality from the main referee;
3. be of a different nationality from the judges
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Designations of referees and video-referees
Individual competitions

SR 091 9 (el i
ol ol ol

t.50.1
For the rounds of pools and the direct elimination table, the Refereeing Delegates select the referees
by drawing lots.

t.50.2
For the pools, the referee must be of a different nationality from that any of the fencers in the pool if
possible.
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t.50.3.1

For the direct elimination tables at each weapon, the Refereeing Delegates establish, among the
referees present, a list of the best referees at each weapon (according to the grades obtained during
the season).
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t.50.3.2

For each quarter of the table, referees are assigned by drawing lots from among at least of 3 to 4
referees, to referee the bouts in the order of the table. They must be of a different nationality from that
of any of the fencers participating in that quarter of the table if possible. Then, the video-referees will
be assigned by drawing lots among a list of at least 3 to 4 referees.
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t.50.3.3
As well as the two groups of the referees and the video-referees could be assigned by drawing lots to
referee the bouts in the order of the table.
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t.50.3.4

Lots are drawn by the computer at each stage of the table but may be modified by the Refereeing
Delegates in case of any problem with the computer programme, mistakes made by the operator of the
computer programme and in case of conflicts between category A or B (FIE Statutes, CHAPTER XII -
ETHICAL CODE). In any case where the computer draw is modified, it must be with the agreement of
the Directoire Technique and signed by both the Refereeing Delegate and the President of the DT.
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t.50.3.5

At each referees’ meeting before any competition, the referees will be asked to declare their potential

conflicts of interest to the Refereeing Delegate or to the President of the Directoire technique (for cadet

and junior competitions). This information must be notified to the FIE by the Refereeing Delegate or the
Directoire technique President (for cadet and junior competitions).

Slaslas ;0) (&8 dieS by b (g yglo Bailes a1 095 Jlaim| adlis ol Sl b 09l oo awlgs )lygls 5l edisluc jo 51 L3 ol jgls Al 2 j0
2095 00ls @bl FIE & (()bly> 5 o\llgm g lislae 10) (8 &S (ol b (551 Batslad Ly aub ledlbol ol oS odel (bl o oLl

t.50.4

At the end of each round, the Refereeing Delegates can withdraw one or more referees whose
performance was not satisfactory. This decision must be taken by the majority of the Refereeing
Delegates present. However, a referee may not be changed during a bout except in exceptional
circumstance. In such a case the decision, which must be well founded, must be taken by the majority
of the Refereeing Delegates present (this rule is equally valid for team competitions).
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t.50.5.1

For the final of 4, the Refereeing Delegates, immediately after the end of the direct elimination tables,

select 4 referees by lot from among at least a list of 4 to 5 referees, who must be of a different nationality

from any of the fencers.

bl ol 31, 0 B F cand SO JBlas oy lac B aib a1y ols B o 83> Jglan bl 5 e abolidl (g9l oBanles i F s sl
Larbl anlo plilrded 5 Sy 58 ) Oglite (ele b 4T 9iS s



2B (drwls dax 3 yines 3 9 30y y1 S (oot Jo28) (53 ol (Sl (3wl yod (SCusT (4l

t.50.2
15 minutes before the final, the Refereeing Delegates will draw lots to assign the referees for all the
bouts at the same time, in the following order: 1st semi-final, 2nd semi-final.
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t.50.3

As soon as the two semi-finals are over, the Refereeing Delegates will establish a list of 4 or 5 referees
and draw lots to assign the referee and video-referee for the final as well as (at the OG) the referee and
video-referee for the 3rd place bout.
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t.50.6

The drawing of lots is done with the help of a computer for the whole of the competition right through to
the final. The computer programme must record each drawing of lots so that it is possible to know which
referees were submitted for each draw. The computer programme should also be able to indicate
whether the draw for any round was subsequently redone.
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t.50.7

In conformity with articles t.50.2 and t.50.3, the designation of the video-referee must be made by
drawing lots using a computer programme. The name and nationality of the video-referee must also be
written on the pool or match sheet, beside those of the referee.
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Team Competitions
o sl

t.51
The same rules as those in article t.50, 3, 4, 5, 6 and 7 are applied to the team competitions.
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Cadet and Junior World Cups and Satellite competitions
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t.52
The Rules described in t.50 and t.51 should be applied if the number of referees allows it.
Wgd Jlasl b avs ojlat ol jels slass a5 5 js0 ;0 .51 s 1.50 [0 ool g i3 yuilgd

Method of judging hits
Materiality of the hit
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t.53
Competitions are judged with an electrical recording apparatus.
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t.54.1

The materiality of the hit is established according to the indications of the apparatus, and when
necessary, by consulting the judges (cf. t.48).
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t.54.2

Only the indications of the electrical apparatus as indicated by its own lamps or by the extension lamps
can be taken into consideration for judging hits. Under no circumstances can the Referee declare a
competitor to be hit unless the hit has been properly registered by the apparatus (except as provided
for in Article .79 or when a penalty hit has been awarded).
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t.54.3

On the other hand, the Referee should, in the cases enumerated for each weapon, annul a hit registered
by the apparatus (cf. t.80ss, t.94ss, t.99).
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Annulment of a hit
446 5355 () Jbol

t.55.1
The Referee will disregard hits which are registered as a result of actions:

- started before the word ‘Play!’ or after the word ‘Halt!’ (cf. t.23.1/3);
- which are made on any object other than the opponent or his equipment.
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t.55.2

A competitor who, intentionally, causes the apparatus to register a hit by placing his point on the
ground or on any surface other than that of his opponent will be penalised as specified in Articles
t.158-162, t.166, t.170, for the offences of the 2nd group.
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t.56.1
The Referee must also apply the following rules:
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Only the last hit made before the fault was established can be annulled and then only if it is the

competitor against whom the hit was registered who is placed at a disadvantage by the failure.
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t.56.2
The failure must be established by tests made immediately after the bout was stopped, under the
supervision of the Referee and without changing anything whatever of the equipment in use.
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t.56.3
A competitor who makes any modification in or who changes his equipment without being asked
by the Referee to do so, before the Referee has given his decision, loses all right to the annulment of
the hit.
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t.56.4
If the bout has effectively recommenced a competitor cannot claim the annulment of a hit awarded
against him before the said recommencement of the bout.
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t.56.5

With these tests, one is trying only to establish whether there is material possibility of a mistake in the
judgement as a result of a fault. The location of a fault found in the equipment (including the equipment
of the competitors) is of no importance for this possible annulment.
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t.56.6

It is not necessary that the failure found should repeat itself each time a test is made; but it is
essential that the fault should be observed by the Referee without the possibility of doubt at least once
during the tests made by him or under his supervision.

o b gl Jawgs e plaml Sligle)l Job (o Uas a8 sl (55,0 Lol .0gu 5l 18T oo lay (ol g o plal ialesT a5 HU & i o3V
g oawline o 3 Jleis! ey b S PBlas ol ol

t.56.7

When a competitor against whom a hit has been registered has broken his blade, the hit must be

annulled unless the breaking of the blade has occurred clearly after the hit has been registered.
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t.56.8

The Referee must pay particular attention to hits which do not register or which are registered
abnormally. Should such defects be repeated, the Referee must ask a member of the SEMI Committee
or an expert technician on duty to verify that the equipment conforms to the Rules.
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t.56.9
The Referee must ensure that nothing is altered in the competitors’ equipment or in the whole of
the electrical apparatus before the expert carries out his check.
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t.56.10
Hit made during or after a fall must be annulled.
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t.56.11

A competitor who, intentionally drops his/her weapon during the fencing phrase will be penalised as
specified in Articles t.166 and t.170, for the offences of the 2nd group. However, a hit scored by the
opponent is valid, provided that the action was started before the ‘Halt!".
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t.57
Whenever accidental causes make it impossible to carry out tests, the hit will be considered doubtful
and annulled.
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t.58

In accordance with the general rules (cf. t.23.5) the Referee must stop the bout, even if no hit is
registered by the apparatus, whenever the play becomes confused and he is no longer able to analyse
the phrase.
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Validity or priority of the hit
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t.59.1
As soon as the bout has stopped, the Referee briefly analyses the movements which composed the
last fencing phrase.
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t.59.2
After reaching his decision regarding the materiality of a hit, the Referee, by applying the rules, decides
which fencer was hit, whether both were hit (épée), or whether there was no valid hit (cf. t.82ss, t.92,
t.100)
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Appeals for Video Refereeing
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t.60
Both in team and individual events, only the fencer on the piste has the right to request a video review.
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t.61.1
In the individual events, the fencer has:

- in pools, one possible appeal during each bout; (cf. 0.105, zonal qualification events for Olympic
Games).

- in direct elimination bouts, two possible appeals.
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Should the referee agree with the fencer who appealed for the video-refereeing, the latter is entitled to
retain the right of appeal.
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t.61.2
In team events, the fencers have one possible right to appeal to the video-refereeing per relay and they
are entitled to retain this right should the referee agree with the appeal.
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t.61.3
In the case of an appeal for video-refereeing, the referee will walk over to the video-referee, they will
watch the video together and after having analysed the action, the referee will give his final decision.
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t.61.4

At the finals of the Olympic Games and at the finals of the Senior, Junior and Cadet World
Championships, the replays of an action under review must be shown on a screen so as to be visible
to the spectators.
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t.62.2
At all weapons and at any time, the referee may consult his monitor before making a decision.
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t.62.3
If the fencers’ scores are equal at the end of the match, for the decisive hit, the referee must use the
video-refereeing before even giving his decision.
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t.62.4
The video-referee may at any time request that the referee use the video-refereeing.
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t.62.5
Once the referee, together with the video-referee, has analysed the action, whether it is:

- at the referee's initiative
- at the request of the athlete
- in case of a tied score, before the decisive hit
- at the video-referee's request
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the decision given by the referee is final and no other review of the same action can be requested.
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t.62.6

Each time the referee consults the video, whether on his own initiative, following an appeal or at the suggestion
of the video-referee, the opinions of the referee and the video-referee must be recorded on the match sheet
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t.63
The Referee must use the following signals:
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Attack /Stop-hit
/ Counter-attack
/ Remise!
L

Point in line
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Parry /
Counter time
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Technical
Touch

Changing
decision
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Yellow card: warning
Red card: one hit against
Black card: exclusion

Winner:
(name) by (score)
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