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Definition of the fencer's salute
In competition, the fencer's salute is a gesture of civility towards the opponent,
the referee and the spectators. To perform the fencer's salute, the two fencers:
- face each other
- stand still on their on-guard line
- place the mask under the non-sword arm
- lift the guard to the chin
- then lower the blade to the ground
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Preamble

t.7

It is stressed that this section in no way replaces a treatise on fencing and is
only included in order to help the reader understand the rules.
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t.8

Fencing time

Fencing time is the time required to perform one simple fencing action.
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t.9.1

Offensive actions

The offensive actions are the attack, the riposte and the counter-riposte.

- The attack is the initial offensive action made by extending the arm and
continuously threatening the opponent’s target, preceding the launching
of the lunge or fleche (cf. .83, 1.84, .85 and t.101ss).

- The riposte is the offensive action made by the fencer who has parried
the attack.

- The counter-riposte is the offensive action made by the fencer who has
parried the riposte.

ol lo o5 >
g 7595 5 Camgy o SS1 51w le (ool o 2S5 >
S 1 b i B e g 5 s 55 Gl b 45 o slall o les 5 ST
sgbe plol (V41 g AD AT AY olge 5) Lils | ala>
e s plosl sl 03,5 183 |, 5145 (g3l i g 45 Cl cazlis &8 > H(ls) Comignty -

05,5 a3 |y Cangy &5 (63 mied Ly 4S5 Conl cezles oS, (Bl ©lgx) Cawgu yyiieS -



2L rwle iaox ¥ £9° 3 Jol s Jad S5 pinods (L2 (ygmanljad (SUSST (pilgB
t.9.2
Defensive actions
The defensive actions are the parries.
- The parry is the defensive action made with the weapon to prevent an
offensive action arriving.
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Explanation:
Offensive actions:

t.10
The attack
The action is simple when it is executed in one movement and is

- either direct (in the same line)

- orindirect (in another line).
The action is compound when it is executed in several movements.
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t.11

The riposte

The riposte may be immediate or delayed, depending on what action takes
place and the speed at which it is carried out.
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t.11.1
Simple, direct riposte
- Direct riposte: a riposte which hits the opponent without leaving the
line in which the parry was made.
- Riposte along the blade: a riposte which hits the opponent by grazing
along the blade after the parry.
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t.11.2
Simple, indirect riposte
- Riposte by disengagement: a riposte which hits the opponent in the
opposite line to that in which the parry was formed (by passing under the
opponent’s blade if the parry was formed in the high line, and over the
blade if the parry was formed in the low line).

- Riposte with a coupé: a riposte which hits the opponent in the opposite
line to that in which the parry was formed (the blade always passing over
the opponent’s point).
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t.11.3
Compound Riposte
- Riposte with a doublé: a riposte which hits the opponent in the opposite
line to that in which the parry was formed, but after having described a
complete circle round the opponent’s blade.
- Riposte with a one-two: a riposte which hits the opponent in the same
line as that in which the parry was formed but after the blade has first
been into the opposite line, by passing under the opponent’s blade.
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t.12
Counter-attacks
Counter-attacks are offensive or offensive—defensive actions made during the
offensive action of the opponent.
1. The stop hit: a counter-attack made into an attack.
2. The stop hit made with opposition: a counter-attack made while
closing the line in which the opponent’s attack will be completed (cf. t.83,
t.84, .85, t.101ss and t.102ss).
3. The stop hit made within a period of fencing time, i.e. ‘in time’ (cf.
t.88, t.105).
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t.13.1
The remise

A simple and immediate offensive action which follows the original attack,
without withdrawing the arm, after the opponent has parried or retreated, when
the latter has either quitted contact with the blade without riposting or has
made a riposte which is delayed, indirect or compound.
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t.13.2

The redoublement

A new action, either simple or compound, made against an opponent who has
parried without riposting or who has merely avoided the first action by
retreating or displacing the target.
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t.13.3
The reprise of the attack
A new attack executed immediately after a return to the on-guard position.
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t.13.4
Counter-time
Any action made by the attacker against a stop hit made by his opponent.
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Defensive actions

t.14

Parries are simple, direct, when they are made in the same line as the attack.
They are circular (counter-parries) when they are made in the opposite line to
that of the attack.
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t.15
The point in line position
The point in line position is a specific position in which the fencer’'s sword arm
is kept straight and the point of his weapon continually threatens his
opponent’s valid target (cf. t.84.1/2/3, t.89.4.e, 1.89.5.3, 1.102, t.103.3.e,
t.106.4.a/b).
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